IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete listing of the claims in this application, reflects 
all changes currently being made to the claims, and replaces all earlier versions and all 
earlier listings of the claims: 




1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
a) input means for inputting variable length packet data 
including'Wcket length information indicative of a packet length and encoded information 
dat a, and identification flag infomiation for id e ntifying the packet length infomiation, 
wherein the idcntific^on flag infonnation is not included in the variable l e ngth pack e t 
data; 

b} generation means for generating identification flag 
information for discriminating said i^ket length information, wherein the identification 

V 

flag information is not included in the varmble length packet data: 

V) c} judgment means fb^^istinguishing the packet length 

information included in the packet data in accordai^e^^S^ the identification flag 

information, and judging the packet length of the packet data^and 

c) d) packet generating means for generWig the variable length 

packet data into fixed length packet data in accordance with an outp^tvof said judgment 

means, and transmitting the fixed length packet data. 
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2. (Preyiously Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, further 

comprising: 

clock reference information generating means for generating clock 
reference information for use\in a time reference during decoding of the encoded 
information data, 

wherein saidpacket generating means transmits at least one fixed 
length packet data provided with the^clock reference information generated by said clock 

reference information generating me^s within a predetermined time interval. 

\ 



3. (Original) An apparatus According to claim 2, further comprising: 

program specific information generating means for generating 
program specific information indicative of a p\)gram specific of a packet to be transmitted, 

wherein said packet genera^ng means transmits at least one fixed 
length packet data provided with the program specific information generated by said 
program specific information generating means withi^^e predetermined time interval. 

4. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said input means 

\ 

inputs a plurality of types of variable length packet data. \ 

5. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according\to claim 2, wherein said 
packet generating means transmits the fixed length packet data provided with the clock ^ 
reference information, when no effective fixed length packet data is present. 
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6. (PtWiously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein said 
packet generating meansvtransmits the fixed length packet data provided with the program 
specific information, whenVo effective fixed length packet data is present. 

7. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
variable length packet data is Packkized Elementary Stream (PES) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1, and the fixed length packet^(Jata is Transport Stream (TS) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1. 

8. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
clock reference information is Program Clock^eference (PGR) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1. 



9. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
program specific information is Program Specific Information (PSI) conforming to 
ISO/IEC 13818-1. 



10. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the 
information data is image data, and is encoded in conformity with ISO/IEC 13818-2. 



11. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
packet generating means inserts a stuffing byte when the code length\f the variable length 
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packet data is les^than the code length which can be inserted to the fixed length packet 
data. 



12. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 

comprising: 

a) ^encoding means for encoding information data, generating 

\ 

variable length packet data including packet length information indicative of a packet 
length and , wherein said encoding means includes generation means for generating 
identification flag information for idaitifying discriminating the packet length information, 
wherein the identification flag information is not included in the variable length packet 



data; and 



b) converting means for distinguishing the packet length 



information included in the packet data in accordance with the identification flag 

information generated by said encoding m e ans , judging the packet length of the variable 

\ 

length packet data, and converting the variable length^acket data to fixed length packet 
data, 

wherein said encoding means is connected to said converting means 
via at least a data bus for transmitting the variable length packet data and a flag bus for 
transmitting the identification flag information. \ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

13. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
said encoding means comprises clock reference information generating means for / 
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generating clock referen^^e information for use in a time reference during decoding of the 
encoded information data, and said encoding means is connected to said converting means 
via a clock reference bus for Transmitting the clock reference information. 

14. (Previously Presiented) An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
said converting means is connected to^a plurality of said encoding means via the data bus 
and the flag bus which are common. 

15. (Previously Presented) AAapparatus according to claim 12, wherein the 
variable length packet data is Packetized Elemelatary Stream (PES) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1, and the fixed length packet data is Transport Stream (TS) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1. 

16. (Previously Presented) An apparatus According to claim 13, wherein the 
clock reference information is Program Clock Reference (l\CR) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1. 

17. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the 
information data is image data, and is encoded in conformity with iSO/IEC 13818-2. 



18. (Currently Amended) An information processing Apparatus 



compnsmg: 
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first generating means for generating variable length packet 
data including encoded iWbrmation data; 

b) \ second generating means for generating and transmitting first 
fixed length packet data from the variable length packet data generated by said first 
generating means; and 

c) generati^ means for generating clock reference information 
for use in a time reference during decodi^ of the encoded information data, 

wherein said second\generating means generates second fixed length 
packet data including the clock reference information and transmits the second fixed length 
packet data within a predetermined time interv\, and transmits the second fixed length 
packet data when there is no effective first fixed l^^gth packet data within the 
predetermined time interval 

19. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein the 
variable length packet data is Packetized Elementary Strear\^ES) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1, and the fixed length packet data is Transport Stream ^S) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1. 

20. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to ^laim 18, wherein the 
clock reference information is Program Clock Reference (PCR) confortAjng to ISO/IEC 
13818-1. 
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2l\^reviously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein the 
information data is in\age data, and is encoded in conformity with ISO/IEC 13818-2. 



22. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus 

comprising: 

a) fii^st generating means for generating variable length packet 
data including encoded information data; 

\ 

b) secondvgenerating means for generating and transmitting first 
fixed length packet data from the variat^le length packet data generated by said first 
generating means; and 

c) generating me^ns for generating program specific 
information indicative of a program specific of^e first fixed length packet data, 

wherein said second generating means generates second fixed length 
packet data including the program specific information and transmits the second fixed 
length packet data within a predetermined time inte\^^l, and transmits the second fixed 
length packet data when there is no effective first fixed^length packet data within the 
predetermined time interval . 



23. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the 
variable length packet data is Packetized Elementary Stream ^ES) conforming to ISO/IEC 
13818-1, and the fixed length packet data is Transport Stream (TS) conforming to ISO/EEC 
13818-1. 
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24. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the 
program specific information ig^Program Specific Liformation (PSI) conforming to 
ISO/IEC 13818-1, 



25. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the 
information data is image data, and is Vncoded in conformity with ISO/IEC 13818-2. 



26. (Currently Amended) y^n information processing method comprising 

the steps of 

inputting variable lengtla packet data including packet length 
information indicative of a packet length and encoded information dat a, and identification 
flag infoniiation for identifying th e packet IcngtliYiifomiation, wherein the identification 
flag infoniiation is not includ e d in th e variable l e ngth pack e t data ; 

generating identification flag information for discriminating the first 
packet length information, wherein the identification j^ag information is not included in the 
variable length packet data: 

distinguishing the packet length information included in the packet 
data in accordance with the identification flag information^, and judging the packet length 
of the packet data; and \ 

generating the variable length packet data into fixed length packet 
data in accordance with the judgment result and transmitting the fixed length packet data. 
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27. (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising 

the steps of: 

gen'^rating variable length packet data including encoded 

information data; 

generating and transmitting first fixed length packet data from the 



generated variable length packet (^ta; and 

generating ctock reference information for use in a time reference 



during decoding of the encoded inforrr^tion data, 

v^herein said fixed\^ngth packet generating step includes a step of 
generating second fixed length packet data including the clock reference information and 
transmitting the second fixed length packet dk^ within a predetermined time interval, and a 
step of transmitting the second fixed length packet data when there is no effective first 
fixed length packet data within the predetermined^time interval 



28. (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising 

the steps of: 

generating variable length packet data including encoded 

information data; 

generating and transmitting first fixedMength packet data from the 
generated variable length packet data; and 

generating program specific information ikdicative of a program 
specific of said the first fixed length packet data, \ \ 

- 10- 



wherein said fixed length packet data generating step includes a step 
of generating secoiKl fixed length packet data including the program specific information^ 
and a step of transmitting the second fixed length packet data within a predetermined time 
interval, and a step of tran^itting the second fixed length packet data when there is no 
effective first fixed length packet data within the predetermined time interval . 



29. (Original) A storage medium in which an information processing 
program according to claim 26 is storedmid which can be read by a computer. 



30. (Original) A storage mediuni^in which an information processing 
program according to claim 27 is stored and whichckn be read by a computer. 



3 1 . (Original) A storage medium in which an information processing 
program according to claim 28 is stored and which can be reakby a computer. 
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